Swiss development cooperation in Mali by unknown
Switzerland’s support 
Switzerland has been active in Mali since the 1970s. 
According to its 2012-2015 Development Coopera-
tion Strategy, Switzerland is concentrating its efforts 
on improving food security and supporting basic 
education and vocational training, through stronger 
local public governance. During the crisis, Switzer-
land maintained its projects in Sikasso. Following the 
election of the government, activities in Mopti and 
Timbuktu were resumed. The Human Security Divi-
sion (HSD) of the Directorate of Political Affairs (DP) 
is working for a return to stability and a dialogue 
of reconciliation, and lends particular support to the 
Peacekeeping School. Swiss Humanitarian Aid con-
tinues to support internally displaced persons and 
refugees.
Local public governance: making institutions 
stronger and more accountable 
Switzerland is involved in strengthening the techni-
cal and managerial capacities of local elected offi-
cials and public services. Nationally, Switzerland is 
supporting the transfer of funds from the state to 
the outlying regions and the mobilisation of commu-
nities’ local resources. Citizenship programmes are 
empowering members of civil society. In 2013, Swit-
zerland made a contribution to the UNDP towards 
the organisation of the presidential and parliamen-
tary elections and their coverage by the independent 
press. 
Education and vocational training: adapting 
supply to match social challenges
The SDC supports the education system and alter-
native initiatives. It is committed to a quality educa-
tion for all. Since 2008, some 80’000 children who 
were not attending school have been receiving crash 
courses; 90% have returned to school. In addition, 
50 mobile schools follow transhumance patterns 
In Mali, Switzerland is actively fighting pover-
ty by supporting rural development and local 
economies, local public governance, and edu-
cation and vocational training. Switzerland is 
active in the regions of Sikasso in the south, 
Mopti in the centre and Timbuktu in the north, 
supporting a peaceful and democratic transi-
tion and delivering humanitarian aid to victims 
of the crisis.
Context
The 2013 presidential and parliamentary elections 
marked a return to constitutional rule following 
the 2012-2013 crisis. Threats to security persist in 
the north of the country. With a 3% population 
growth, Mali’s population stands at 16 million, half 
of which is under the age of 15. The population fac-
es major challenges in terms of training and finding 
employment. The 2012 human development index 
places Mali 182nd out of 186 countries. Agriculture 
remains the principal economic activity, occupying 
80% of the population. 
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ample, many women receive vocational training in 
agro-food transformation. Literacy classes offered to 
nomads in conjunction with management of natural 
resources training encourage their social acceptance. 
On a cultural level, Switzerland supports the resto-
ration of UNESCO world heritage-listed manuscripts 
and mausoleums damaged during the crisis.
Partners
 › Swiss partners: Helvetas-Swiss Intercooperation, 
Swisscontact, Caritas, Swiss Foundation for Mine 
Action, Mines Advisory Group 
 › Malian partners: government ministries, regional 
and local authorities, socio-professional organ-
isations, Centre international d’expertises et de 
formation (CIEF), Formation Sans Frontières, Red 
Cross, KENE CONSEILS
 › Bilateral and multilateral partners: Denmark’s 
Development Cooperation, LuxDev, Danish Refu-
gee Council, World Bank, ADB, ICRC, HCR, WFP, 
OCHA, UNICEF, FAO, UNESCO, UNHAS (humani-
tarian air service)
Budget 2014 by theme and source of funding 
(CHF million) 
SDC: Development Cooperation 23.5
SDC: Humanitarian Aid 6.5
DP: Human Security Division 0.7
Total  30.7
to provide schooling to over 1’000 nomad children, 
half of whom are girls. The SDC also encourages the 
establishment of vocational training adapted to the 
needs of the labour market.
Rural development and local economies: 
organised production chains
Switzerland supports the establishment of rural infra-
structures and helps socio-economic organisations 
to defend their interests. Improvements to hydro-ag-
ricultural systems, rural roads and livestock parks 
make the economies of rural communities more dy-
namic. Since 2009, about 2’500 family farms and 25 
rural businesses have cultivated over 300 hectares of 
market garden crops. Almost 40’000 farmers, 30% 
of whom are women, have benefitted from a 25% 
increase in revenue. 
Humanitarian aid: risk prevention, protection 
of civilians and survival aid 
In accordance with its 2013-2106 Strategy for West 
Africa, Swiss Humanitarian Aid assists and protects 
highly vulnerable persons: internally displaced per-
sons (200’000 as of the beginning of 2014) and local 
host populations, as well as refugees in neighbour-
ing countries (170’000 as of the beginning of 2014). 
It is endeavouring to improve access to victims in the 
north of the country and has provided international 
organisations with financial assistance and specialists 
from the Swiss Humanitarian Aid Unit. 
Multilateral cooperation  
Switzerland is working with the World Bank and oth-
er bilateral partners to support local public govern-
ance. It contributes to the African Development Bank 
(ADB) projects designed to improve access to water 
and sanitation in rural settings. 
Transversal themes: gender and culture
In everything it undertakes, Switzerland is careful to 
promote the equality of men and women. For ex-
Facts and figures (source: World Bank’s World Development Indicators 2013)
Surface area  1’240’190 km2
Population     15.840 million 
Annual population growth rate (since 1990)    3.0 %
Life expectancy at birth women/men    52.5 / 50.3 years
Adult illiteracy rate women/men   79.7 / 56.6 %
Per capita GDP  683.5 USD
Proportion of population living on less than USD 2 per day  78.7 %
Working for food sovereignty: the SDC 
supports rural development through 
farms and farming organisations.
Quality schooling: The SDC distributes 
trunks containing teaching equipment 
to support education.
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A democratic society: The SDC en-
courages participation in the electoral 
process through the dissemination of 
information. 
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